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NOVEMBER 2017 – NEWSLETTER #4
PA DAY: 

November 24th will be a PA day – no 

school for students.  

 

Christmas Holidays: 
Our holidays will start on Monday, December 

25th and we will return to school on Monday, 

January 8, 2018. 

 

A 2017 -2018 school year calendar can be found 

in your child’s agenda. 

 

School Council 
The next school council meeting will be  

November 8 @ 6:30 pm in our computer lab. 

 New members are welcome and encouraged.  

Meeting minutes can be found on our website 

under SCHOOL COUNCIL as they become 

available. 

 

 
The School Council was in tallying the 

fundraising results and over $19,000 was sold. 

This means that the school’s percentage of 

revenue is raised to 48% of the total sales...close 

to $9,000. 

The money will be used for yard improvements 

and Miss Heather’s Music program. 

Thank you to all parents and students who 

participated in this venture. 

The products should be received by mid-

November.  A notice will be sent home closer to 

that date as to the pickup procedures. 

Spirit Day: 
Thursday, November 23th is our spirit day for 

November.  Crazy Hair Day is our theme. 

Global Kids Club: 

The Global Kids Club at Winchester Public School is 

collecting non perishable items from Monday, 

October 30- Thursday, November 2. Our goal is to 

collect 350 items. Please help us reach our goal and 

Scare Hunger. All items will be donated to our local 

food bank. 

Remembrance Day Ceremony: 
You are once again invited to attend our 

Remembrance Day assembly.  This year, the 

assembly will be held on Friday, November 10th at 

1:00 p.m.  We look forward to having the Legion 

members participate and invite veterans and serving 

military members from our community to join the 

colour party.  Poppies will be available that day for 

the children to wear. We are asking parents to 

donate $1.00 for each poppy.  This money goes 

directly to the Legion’s Poppy Fund.  Parents are 

welcome to join us for our ceremony. 

 

 

 

Student Absence/Lates 
Student absences and lates must be 

reported by a note in your child’s agenda 

or a telephone call from a parent or 

guardian to our school office.   This will 

assist us with our “Safe Arrival Program.” 

 



A phone call home will be made if 

students are not accounted for by 

morning or afternoon attendance check. 

 

Parent Reminder: 
This is a reminder to all parents/guardians that 

the yard is supervised for your children starting 

at 9:05 each day.  This means that they should 

not be on the playground unsupervised before 

that time in the morning.    Thank you for 

supporting this practice. 

 

Allergy Alert: 
WPS promotes a “nut-free environment”.  

Several of our students have severe nut  

allergies.  There is also an allergy to coconut 

and Kiwi in the school. It will be critical for 

parents to refrain from sending snack and 

lunch items with these ingredients.  Please 

make sure you read product labels carefully 

before sending items to school.  These 

allergies are life threatening.  We also have 

students in the school with allergies to 

animals.   

 It is gratifying to the families to know that 

WPS has a parent community who cares 

about everyone’s health and safety.  This 

includes products created to look and 

taste like peanut butter such as WOW 

Butter.   

We also ask that on special occasions 

such as Halloween, Birthdays, 

Valentine’s Day, etc that no treats are 

sent to school.  You are always 

welcome to send in cut up fruit, 

cheese, veggies and dip.  Our students 

love these items. 
  

Changes in Student Pick Up: 

When there will be a change in your 

child’s pick up, such as a different 

person picking them up at the end of 

the day, please inform the office of who 

will be picking up your child and have 

that person report to the office, before 

2:00 p.m.   

 

Bus Change:   
When your child will not be taking the bus 

home, please contact the school with the 

alternate arrangements.  It is appreciated 

to have these calls before 2:00 p.m.  This 

can also be reported through your child’s 

agenda. 

 

 

Mabel’s Labels: 

Winchester Public School Council is hoping to 

eradicate lost stuff and get it home where it belongs. 

 Mabel’s Labels is pretty sure they can help!! 

 1.  Go to mabelslabels.com and click on the 

“Support a Fundraiser” button at the top right corner. 

  

2.  Click on the select pull down under the “Select 

your School/Organization” button.   

3.  Scroll down down down to find Winchester Public 

School (Winchester Ontario) and click on that.   

4.  Then shop for the labels that will help your 

family’s stuff get home!!! 

 Not just for lost stuff - get those shoes on the right 

feet!  Finally organize your kitchen!  Decorate 

binders with labels for teens!  Is your kid too old and 

too cool for labels with unicorns and robots?  Try the 

new teen labels. Or try the hockey stuff labels - no 

more coming home with the wrong gloves!! 

 This site is available for all your labelling needs and 

helps out your school at the same time! Share it with 

family and friends and help them keep their stuff 

too!! 

It’s Flu Season Soon! Here’s a Reminder 

on How to Stop Spreading the Flu 

 
The flu season comes around just as the cold season 

returns, every year without fail. And every year, 

without fail, the Eastern Ontario Health Unit (EOHU) 

encourages individuals to help stop spreading the flu 

in the community by reminding everyone of the 

importance of hand hygiene and coughing etiquette. 

 

Some simple steps can help prevent and reduce 

spreading the flu. The first is the flu vaccine – it 

protects you and your loved ones. Increase your 

chances of avoiding the flu this year by getting your 

flu vaccine and help stop the spread of infection. 

 

Influenza immunization is available through your 

healthcare provider, at community health centres and 

participating pharmacies. You can also make an 

appointment at the EOHU to get your flu vaccine. 

Visit our website at www.eohu.ca. 

 
Washing your hands properly will also help prevent 

the spread of infections. Remind your kids to wash 

their hands before and after handling food, before and 

after eating, after using the washroom, as well as 

after blowing their nose, sneezing or coughing. 

 

http://mabelslabels.com/
http://www.eohu.ca/


Keep in mind that viruses and bacteria can also 

be spread through the air when an infected 

person coughs or sneezes. It’s therefore 

important to cough and sneeze into your sleeve 

(not your hands) or cover your mouth and nose 

with a tissue. Throw away used tissues in the 

garbage and wash your hands well. Remember – 

keep your child home from school when he or 

she is sick! 

 

 

Methods of Communicating 

School Vehicle Cancellations  
 

Due to Inclement Weather  
Student Transportation of Eastern Ontario (STEO) 

would like to advise students and parent(s)/guardian(s) 

that there are three (3) methods in which you can 

check for school vehicle cancellations:  

1. Announcements regarding the cancellation of 

school bus and special vehicle transportation will be 

broadcasted starting at 6:15 a.m. on local area radio 

stations.  

2. Access our Website at www.steo.ca and click 

“View Bus Delays & Cancellations”. School vehicle 

cancellations will be posted by 6:15 a.m. Scroll down 

to check the transportation status for your school.  

3. Call 1-866-629-0629 to access a pre-recorded 

message.  

posted by 6:15 a.m.  

Please note that the message for this phone line is 

only updated on inclement weather days.  
 

Please do not call the bus companies as the radio and 

website reflect the most accurate information.  

If transportation is cancelled in the morning, afternoon 

transportation will not operate.  

Thank you. 

 
A MESSAGE REGARDING THE 
TRANSPORTATION OF STUDENTS 
DURING INCLEMENT WEATHER  
Winter is fast approaching and there may be times 

when the weather and other events will cause school 

bus and special vehicle transportation to be disrupted. 

The Upper Canada District School Board is working 

cooperatively with Student Transportation of Eastern 

Ontario (STEO), bus contractors and our coterminous 

Board to ensure that our approach to transportation 

during these times is coordinated and planned with the 

safety of students in mind.  

 

STEO receives up-to-date information regarding local 

weather and road conditions from Pelmorex/The 

Weather Network. Decisions concerning the 

cancellation of school bus and special vehicle 

transportation are made cooperatively based upon this 

information. Unless otherwise announced, schools will 

remain open for students and staff, even if 

transportation is cancelled. If transportation services 

are cancelled in the morning, transportation services will 

also not operate in the afternoon.  

Announcements regarding the cancellation of school bus 

and special vehicle transportation will be broadcasted 

starting at 6:15 a.m. on your local radio station.  

 

Alternatively, parents/guardians and students can verify if 

buses are cancelled by accessing STEO’s website at 

www.steo.ca and visit the “View Bus Delays & 

Cancellations” link. Please do not call the bus companies as 

the radio and website reflect the most accurate information.  

Winter weather conditions can change suddenly. If roads 

become impassable during the school day or they are 

judged to be risky, students will be kept at school until 

either their parents/guardians can pick them up or it 

becomes safe to resume school bus transportation once 

again.  

 

Fog  

Occasionally, regardless of the time of year, fog patches 

occur. Fog greatly increases the risk that motorists may 

collide with a stopped vehicle or with a student in the 

process of crossing a road to board the bus. Consequently, 

bus drivers have been instructed not to stop in fog patches 

where visibility is significantly reduced. If a student is not 

picked up due to foggy conditions, the bus driver will 

provide the names of those students to the school principal 

upon arrival at the school. We recommend that you do not 

permit your child to wait for the bus if visibility is 

significantly reduced by fog.  

  

 

 

Blocked Roads  

Occasionally, a road may become blocked and, as a result, 

the bus may be unable to service sections of a route. If this 

occurs, the bus driver will communicate the name of each 

student who was not picked up, to the school principal, 

upon arrival at the school.  

A reminder, that you are responsible for your child’s safety 

prior to boarding the school bus and following drop off. 

You are encouraged to ensure that your child has access to 

your home or to an approved alternative home where 

he/she can go in the event of the bus being unable to 

service your section of the route.  

 

Mechanical Breakdown  

The possibility of a mechanical breakdown of a school bus 

or special vehicle always exists. This is a particular concern 

during the winter. Please ensure that your child is dressed 

warmly enough to cope with the potential loss of heat due 

to a mechanical breakdown on the bus. If mechanical 

failure occurs, alternative transportation will be arranged as 

soon as possible. If this occurs, the bus may be late picking 

up your child in the morning or returning him/her home in 

the afternoon.  

Parental Responsibility  

 

The Upper Canada District School Board strives to ensure 

the safe transportation of children. It is each parent’s 

responsibility to ensure that their child is safely aboard the 

school bus. Ultimately, each parent has the right and 

obligation to protect their child. You may decide to keep 

your child at home if you feel that it is too risky to have 

him/her transported to school.  

Your support and cooperation are appreciated as we 

approach another winter. 

 

 


